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SCOPE’s Education Forum 
Winter, 2012 
 
 
School Highlights 
 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES 
 
 

 
 
The unusable space in the center of the Edward J. Milliken Technical Center 
(MTC) has been converted into a tranquil park, complete with a water fountain, 
renewable energy from solar panels, and patio-style tables and chairs with 
colorful umbrellas.  The umbrellas are red, of course, the color of the SkillsUSA 
jackets many of the students and staff wear at the Oakdale facility.  It was the 
SkillsUSA advisors – Eastern Suffolk BOCES teachers Nicholas DeBlanco and 
Robert Love – who applied for the $10,000 grant. 
 
As one of the schools chosen from across the country by the Loew’s Home 
Improvement Corporation’s Education Grant division, MTC wasted no time in 
getting the atrium built.  Even during the summer, students came to the school to 
help with the construction.  “Actually, hundreds of students helped,” explained 
Mr. DeBlanco,” from various career classes such as Trade Electric, Welding, and 
Heating, A/C & Refrigeration, as well as Early Childhood Education, with 
students in charge of plantings.   
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Islip Bulletin 
January 19 2012 
 
 
Safe driving lessons 
 
There’s an anonymous adage that goes something like this: Tell me and I listen. Let me 
do and I learn. It’s an oft-quoted saying used by law enforcement people who teach 
students that are interested in related careers. It was very apropos when Sheriff 
Deputies Thomas Indence and Richard Baker recently visited the Edward J. Milliken 
Technical Center (MTC) to demonstrate the difficulty of navigating roads while 
intoxicated. 
 
A jazzed-up go-kart, parked on a makeshift road created with orange cones, caught the 
eye of every student in the Law Enforcement class scheduled to meet with the officers. 
When the Sheriff’s deputies asked the high school juniors and seniors who wanted to 
drive it, they all stepped forward.  The first, however, was Matt O’Connor of the East Islip 
UFSD, who announced, “I’ll do it. Law enforcement is definitely going to be my career.” 
O’Connor explained that his uncle was a Suffolk County police officer and he has a 
cousin in SWAT (Special Weapons And Tactics or Special Work Assignment Team). 
 
The program, promoting educated driving, 
includes the go-kart driver wearing goggles that 
simulate vision while intoxicated. The resulting 
knocked-over cones represent people being 
hurt or killed. Indence offered an important 
piece of advice to the students, “If you get a 
DWI, you will never have a career in law 
enforcement.” Matt O’Connor knocked over a 
few cones and exclaimed, “Wow. So this is 
what it’s like to drive while intoxicated. What an 
experience. I know I won’t ever drive drunk  
after this.” 
 
The STOP-DWI program is supported entirely 
by the fines that are collected from individuals that are convicted of alcohol and/or drug 
related traffic infractions. Two Suffolk County full-time assistant district attorneys are 
needed to prosecute the cases. Eastern Suffolk BOCES is continuing its program of 
conducting various education programs, and the STOP-DWI office works jointly with the 
Long Island Chapter of Mothers Against Drunk Driving to increase public awareness. 
 
 
 



Patchogue Patch 
January 19, 2012 
 

Brookhaven Town gives Support to ACES Program 
 

Eastern Suffolk BOCES ACES Project to Combat Underage Drinking 

 
Supervisor Mark Lesko and Councilwoman Jane Bonner have announced their support 
for the Eastern Suffolk BOCES Alcohol Coalition of Eastern Suffolk (ACES) project, “Not 
On Your Life” (NOYL). The purpose of the NOYL campaign is to promote awareness 
about the dangers of underage drinking and how to stop the sale and promotion of 
alcohol and tobacco products to underage individuals.  
 
The first NOYL event of the year will be a training session for adults and high school 
students who would like to volunteer to become part of a four-person team focused on 
outreach to alcohol vendors in the Rocky Point and Shoreham-Wading River school 
district communities. The training session will be held on Wednesday, February 1 from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the North Shore Public Library located at 250 Route 25A in 
Shoreham. 
 
“Alcohol abuse among young people is a very serious problem and can lead to other 
high risk behavior,” said Supervisor Mark Lesko, “It is important that alcohol vendors 
participate in this program because they can be the first defense to help prevent children 
from getting started on what is a dangerous road ahead. I commend Eastern Suffolk 
BOCES for promoting awareness about the dangers of underage drinking.” 
 
Councilwoman Jane Bonner said, “As a mother and former school board member, I am 
well aware of the challenges faced by young people during their formidable years, 
especially the temptation to abuse alcohol. I thank Eastern Suffolk BOCES for educating 
our children and businesses about the dangers of underage drinking and I will do 
whatever I can to help spread the word.”  
  
The NOYL training session will be facilitated by an expert coalition builder, Robin 
McKinnon, MSW, from the Suffolk County Prevention Resource Center. It is open to high 
school students and adults, but middle school students will be considered if their parents 
participate.  The ACES project, now in its third and final year and funded by a U.S. 
Department of Education grant, is a youth alcohol use reduction program of the Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES Student Assistance Service and members of the Brookhaven Town 
Youth Bureau sit on the ACES Advisory Council.  
 
For more information about the training session, call Lucille Buergers, LCSW, 
ACES Project Director at 631-289-0078 or to RSVP e-mail lbuerger@esboces.org.  

 
 
 



Patchogue Patch 
January 24, 2012 
 
 
Exciting Science Lessons 
 
What is more exciting than a children’s science fair?  It’s fascinating to see the 
displays and listen to why they chose their topics and how it relates to the 
community and world.  Among the entries at Masera Learning Center (MLC) in 
West Islip were Renewable Energy, Parts of a Plant, and The Earth.  Recently, 
MLC parents attended an awards ceremony for the participating science 
students. 
 
MLC has a tradition of hosting annual science explorations with grade level 
projects aligned to the Science 21 curriculum, an integrated K-6 program 
designed by teachers for teachers.  “MLC moved from 
school-based to home-based projects,” explained 
Assistant Principal Nicole Drinkwater.  “We were very 
pleased to host such a large number of parents at the 
awards reception.”  Each participant received a ribbon 
and certificate.  The event concluded with refreshments 
provided by the PTO. 

 
Kyle B. of the Patchogue Medford UFSD seems surprised at 
being highlighted.  With him is Masera Principal Margo Ude. 

 
 



South Bay Newspaper 
January 25, 2012 
 
From Farm to School 
 
On January 19th, Bay Shore Schools showcased From Farm to School: No 
Small Potatoes!, an event celebrating Janet Skiar’s successful crusade to 
bring fresh local food from the East End of Long Island to Bay Shore 
School cafeterias.  Janet, who works with Eastern Suffolk Boces and is the 
Director of Nutritional Services for Bay Shore Schools, has been working 15 
years to make this day happen.  During the event, Bay Shore High School’s 
Food and Careers Goumet Club students prepared East End mini potatoes 
using new recipes and served them to their peers during lunch periods. 
Afterwards, K-2 students from Brook Avenue School got a chance to try some of 
the roasted potatoes and learn about the journey the potatoes made from the 
field to their cafeteria table. 
 
The project that Janet pioneered will be 
expanding to include 20 other school 
districts.  These districts have ordered 
18,000 pounds of Long Island potatoes 
worth $6,500, and which will be included 
in 72,000 school meals. The Bay Shore 
School District hopes this pilot program 
provides a model that will be replicated 
throughout New York State and the 
country, benefiting a multitude of local 
farmers and school children. 
 
 



Islip Bulletin 
January 26, 2012 
 

 
 
 
Science is Exciting 
 
 
It’s fascinating to see the 
displays at a children’s 
science fair, to listen to why 
they chose their topics and 
how it relates to the 
community and the 
world. Among the science 
fair entries at Masera 

Learning Center (MLC) were: Renewable Energy, Parts of a Plant, and The 
Earth. Recently, MLC parents attended an awards ceremony for the 
participating science students. Each participant received a ribbon and 
certificate. 
 
MLC has a tradition of hosting annual science explorations with grade level 
projects aligned to the Science 21 curriculum, an integrated K-6 program 
designed by teachers for teachers. 
 
“MLC moved from school-based to home-based projects,” explained 
Assistant Principal Nicole Drinkwater. “We were very pleased to host such 
a large number of parents at the awards reception.” 
 
Pictured above is one participant, Aisha M. of the Bay Shore UFSD, with 
(left to right): teacher assistant Vincent Gorta, Principal Margo Ude, and 
Assistant Principal Nicole Drinkwater. 



South Bay Brightwaters edition 
January 25, 2012 
 
 

No Small Potatoes! 
 
 

n January 19th, Bay Shore Schools showcased From Farm To School: 
No Small Potatoes! an event celebrating Janet Sklar’s successful crusade 

to bring fresh local food from the East End of Long Island to Bay Shore School 
cafeterias. During the event, Bay Shore 
High School’s Food and Careers Gourmet 
Club students prepared East End mini 
potatoes using new recipes and served 
them to their peers during lunch periods. A 
great time was had by all. 

O 



Newsday  
January 29, 2012 
 
School Notebook 
 
 
COUNTYWIDE 
 

‘Do the Right Thing’ 
 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES recently coordinated with the Suffolk County Department 
of Health Services to present a youth empowerment conference, titled “Do the 
Right Thing,” designed to reduce risky behaviors among adoles cents. Dozens of 
teens from 15 school districts participated.  Activities included an anti-violence 
workshop with Suffolk County police and skits by an acting troupe called Stories 
of Substance that covered topics such as social media and bullying. 
 
“We all hope this program will enable young people to take what they’ve learned 
back to their districts in an effort to guide others,” said Patti Leblane, a peer 
education teacher in the Sachem school district. 
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Port Jefferson Patch 
February 1, 2012 
 
1932 All Over Again 

 School: Jefferson Academic Center  

 Class/grade: an ESBOCES facility in Port Jefferson  

 Student Finds School Books from 1932  

A lost bracelet leads to a student’s discovery of a school notebook, papers, and books from 80 

years  ago.  

Libby Weis, a Jefferson Academic Center eighth grader, lost her bracelet when it slipped behind a 

cabinet. To retrieve it, JAC Assistant Principal Matt Matera and Head Custodian Lou Linbrunner 

needed to dismantle a drawer that had been stuck for years – eighty years to be precise. As the 

drawer was pried open, Libby found a 1932 speller (school notebook) with the name of then-

student Fred Bone, Jr. Inside were lists of vocabulary words and handwriting practice. There was 

also a collection of books from that era with colorful book covers. (Libby read one of the books 

and explained to visitors, “I had to hold the pages together.”) 

Libby (seated at right in photo) of the Rocky Point UFSD and 

classmates John of the William Floyd UFSD and Brianna of the 

Rocky Point UFSD display the 1932 materials discovered at 

JAC. With them are (left to right) Principal Marc Foreman, Mr. 

Bone's daughter Barbara Romonoyske, teachers Wendy 

Schiffman and Eileen Roggemann, and Assistant Principal Matt 

Matera. 

 

Being 21st Century students, Libby and classmates turned to the Internet to research Mr. Bone. 

They eventually contacted Mr. Bone’s daughter, who also attended classes in the school along 

with her cousins. Ms. Barbara Romonoyske was delighted to hear from the kids, who invited her 

to visit them and their teachers.  “This experience has given the students a real connection to 

history and the Port Jeff community,” Mr. Foreman said. “They were tremendously excited to 

learn about the 1930s.” January 25th was designated “1932 Day” at the facility. Ms. Romonoyske 

displayed pictures of her father, a book he authored titled “Sands of Time,” and addressed the 

students about her school experiences.  



Newsday  
Feb. 5, 2012 
 
No Small Potatoes! 
 

Bay Shore school district students learned the importance of eating fresh 
local food last month during a showcase of a district pilot program to bring 
potatoes from local farms to cafeterias. 
 The high school’s Food and Career Gourmet Club prepared mini potatoes 
from East End farms and served them to peers and Eastern Suffolk BOCES 
representatives.  Brook Avenue Elementary School pupils watched a DVD 
detailing the journey the potatoes had made from fields to schools. 
 The “No Small Potatoes!” program was initiated by district nutritional 
director Janet Sklar, who said she is expanding the program to about 20 other 
school districts. 



 
 

March 
News 

 



Patchogue Patch 
March 2, 2012 
 
 
Live Reptiles Intrigue Youngsters 
 
A popular guest at the Masera Learning Center (MLC) is visitor Erik Callendar of “Erik’s 

Reptile Edventures.”  Recently, Mr. Callendar paid another visit to the Eastern Suffolk 

BOCES facility, sponsored by the school’s ABA-PTO (Applied Behavior Analysis Parent-

Teacher Organization), explaining that the school for children with autism holds a special 

place in his heart.  

Erik’s Reptile Edventures educates youngsters about animals from around the world and 

how they contribute to bionomics.  Additionally, MLC students 

in classes at the Paul J. Bellew Elementary School had the 

opportunity to Skype with Erik on his recent trip to 

Madagascar. 

MLC Assistant Principal Nicole Drinkwater reported that “the 

gym was anything but quiet as the children experienced the 

sounds and feel of the animals first hand.  They patted animals 

ranging from a sticky tree frog to an 80-pound albino Burmese 

python.” 

MLC student Kyle B. of the Patchogue-Medford School District 
(right) is in awe as he pets a large snake. 

 
 



Patchogue Patch 
March 5, 2012 
 

Honoring Dr. Seuss By Reading 
 
“Congratulations!  Today is your day.  You’re off to great places!  You’re off 
and away.” 
From “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” by Dr. Seuss 

 
Oh, the places they will travel to from the Premm Learning Center (PLC), as 
students, staff, and families join the “Reading Across America” initiative. Timed to 
coincide with Dr. Seuss’s birthday, the program began with a Pajama Day during 
which students read – or were read to - “Green Eggs and Ham,” a best-selling 
and critically acclaimed rhymed book by Theodor Geisel (aka Dr. Seuss).   
 
Other Dr. Seuss books are on a reading list compiled by parents and the school, 
including “The Cat in the Hat,” arguably his most well-known. According to 
Principal Carolynn Hansen,  “March Forth With Books” is a school-wide program 
to promote reading at home 365 days a year.  Community guest readers are 
receiving invitations to read to classes as 
PLC springs into reading and youngsters 
crawl into books in celebration of Dr. Seuss, 
born on March 2, 1904. 
 
Happy to be reading are (below, left to right) are Jacob F. 
of the Sayville UFSD, PLC teacher Lynn Corriss, Michaela 
G. of the Brentwood UFSD, speech teacher Madeline 
Match, Melissa R. of the Patchogue-Medford UFSD, 
Principal Carolynn Hansen, Gianni R. of the Sachem CSD, 
teacher Jennifer Ahrens, and Abel P. of the Brentwood 
UFSD.  

 
“You have brains in your head.  You have feet in your shoes.  You can 
steer yourself any direction you choose.” 
From “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” by Dr. Seuss  

 ` 

 







Islip Bulletin 
March 8, 2012 
 

 
Aviation pioneer 
 
Retired Captain Bonnie Tiburzi Caputo, the first female flight 
engineer, visited Eastern Suffolk BOCES Suffolk Aviation Academy to 
share with students about her path to becoming a pilot. 
Tiburzi Caputo flew as a senior captain in a Boeing 757 and Boeing 767 
aircraft, was the first woman to be hired by a major airline, and the first 
woman in the world to earn a Flight Engineer’s rating on a turbo jet engine. 
Her American Airlines uniform is on display at the Smithsonian Museum 
Hall of Air Transportation. The aviation pioneer is seen here (fourth from 
left) posing before the ESBOCES Suffolk Aviation Academy Wall of Fame 
with students (left to right): Devaughn Blake, adult student, Dowling 
College; Anthony Crisco, Westhampton Beach UFSD; Taylor 
Montanaro, Westhampton Beach UFSD; Jessica Fried, Patchogue-Medford 
UFSD; Nicholas DiMatteo, adult student, Suffolk County Community 
College; and Nick Ciuffo, West Islip UFSD. 
 
The Wall of Fame features graduate students of the program who went on 
to successfully garner positions in the aviation field. 





Islip Bulletin 
March 8, 2012 
 

 
 
No small potatoes 
 
Bay Shore Schools showcased From Farm to School: No Small Potatoes!, an 
event celebrating nutritionist Janet Sklar’s successful crusade to bring fresh local 
food from the East End of Long Island to the district’s cafeterias.  Ms. Sklar, who 
works with Eastern Suffolk BOCES and is the director of nutritional services 
for Bay Shore Schools, has been working 15 years to make this day happen. 
During the event, Food and Careers Gourmet Club students prepared the locally 
grown mini-potatoes using new recipes and served them to their peers during 
lunch periods.  Afterwards, K-2 students from Brook Avenue School got a chance 
to try some of the roasted potatoes and learn about the journey the potatoes 
made from the field to their cafeteria table. 
 
The project Ms. Sklar pioneered will be expanding to include 20 other school 
districts.  These districts have ordered 18,000 pounds of Long Island potatoes 
worth $6,500 that will be included in 72,000 school meals. The Bay Shore School 
District hopes this pilot program provides a model that will be replicated 
throughout New York State. 

 





South Bay Newspaper 
March 13, 2012 
 
 
Female Flight Engineer 
 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES Suffolk Aviation Academy students were honored to 
have Retired Captain Bonnie Tiburzi Caputo, first female flight engineer, visit 
them and share her story and path to becoming a pilot. 
She told the ESBOCES students, “You have a great opportunity here at 
ESBOCES to get your academics in the classroom and tarmac time at the airport 
right next door. You get experience and you can build up your flight hours.  All  
the training you receive will help you respond to situations, emergency or 
otherwise, that arise.” 
 
She flew as a senior captain in a Boeing 757 and Boeing 767 aircraft; was the 
first woman to be hired by a major airline, and the first woman in the world to 
earn a Flight Engineer’s rating on a turbo jet engine.  Her American Airlines 
uniform is on display at the Smithsonian Museum Hall of Air Transportation. 
Retired Captain Bonnie is seen as a pioneer for women in the aviation field. She 
was not encouraged to become a pilot but through ambition, hard work, and 
perseverance she attained her dream and a job with American Airlines. 
 

 
 
FEMALE FLIGHT ENGINEER – Pictured: Devaughn Blake, adult student, Dowling 
College; Anthony Crisco, Westhampton Beach UFSD; Taylor Montanaro, 
Westhampton Beach UFSD; Retired Captain Bonnie Tiburzi Caputo; Jessica Fried, 
Patchogue-Medford UFSD; Nicholas DiMatteo, adult student, Suffolk County 
Community College; and Nick Ciuffo, West Islip UFSD. 

 



South Bay Newspaper 
March 13, 2012 
 
 

Internet Safety 
 
Detective Rory Forrestal of the Suffolk County Police Computer Crimes Bureau 
recently visited the Centereach Academic Center (CAC) to speak about cyber-
bullying and Internet safety.  He spoke about how young people are experiencing  
repercussions from sending inappropriate text messages and photos through the 
use of electronic devices. 
 
“The majority of students did not realize the impact these messages could have 
on their future,” Principal Susan Goltz commented later.  “Detective Forrestal is 
very knowledgeable about these subjects and offered students a good foundation 
to avoid Internet pitfalls,” she added. 
 
The program is funded by Congressman Tim Bishop. 
 

 
 
INTERNET SAFETY - Pictured: Detective Rory Forrestal, CAC Psychologist Dr. Kelly Lupo-
Devlin and CAC Assistant Principal Chris Williams 











Patchogue Patch 
March 19, 2012 
 
 

Suffolk PTA Scholarship Awarded 
 

The announcement that Devynn Danziger is the recipient of 
the Suffolk Region 2012 PTA Scholarship did not surprise 
those who know her. She’s an Honor Roll senior in 
Patchogue-Medford UFSD where she plays junior varsity 
soccer; a student in Jonathan Audiino’s Certified Personal 
Trainer class at Milliken Technical Center (MTC); a member of 
Habitat for Humanity; a participant in Teens for Jeans; plays 
the trumpet; and is an employee at Family Melody Center. 
 

    Devynn Danziger  
 with Jonathan Audiino. 
 
Devynn is on her way to becoming a personal trainer for a sports team. In her 
ESBOCES classes, she is learning to design weight-training and nutritional programs 
and is honing her skills to earn certification as a National Personal Trainer. “One of the 
best things I’ve done is register at ESBOCES,” she said recently. “I love the course and 
I’m learning the structure and function of humans; it’s biomechanics.” 
 
 
After graduation, she will attend Suffolk County Community College for its paramedic 
program. As a college freshman, she also will take a second year with Mr. Audiino’s 
class where she will continue her studies of anatomy, kinesiology, injury prevention, and 
all aspects of weight and strength training. Later, she hopes to attend SUNY Cortland.   
 
When she applied for the Suffolk Region PTA 2012 Scholarship application, Devynn 
needed to submit a 200-word essay. “That was probably the easiest paper I’ve ever 
written,” she declared, “because I love BOCES.” The essay topic was:  How has the 
BOCES educational experience helped to prepare you for your future career goals?  
 
 



North Fork Patch 
March 19, 2012 
 
 

Two Artists Awarded for Distinction 
 
Allison Milner and Scott DeLong, students in Eastern Suffolk BOCES Career and 
Technical Education courses at Brookhaven Technical Institute, are recipients of 
“Awards of Distinction for High School Students.”  Sponsored by the Parrish Art 
Museum in Southampton, the judging included an art gallery owner and a Long 
Island University professor. 
 
Allison’s “Self Portrait of Uncertainties” won top honors.  She has dappled with 
photography since seventh grade and began art classes in 10th.  She is a 
Mattituck-Cutchogue UFSD senior in her second year of Andreanna Seymore’s 
Photography class.  Recently, a visitor viewing her work expressed an interest in 
purchasing the award-winning photo, which features Allison considering her 
options.  “This is very exciting,” she exclaimed. 

 
Allison Milner holds her award-winning photo.  With her is 
teacher Andreanna Seymour displaying another of the 
senior’s work. 
 
Scott, a junior at Mattituck-Cutchogue UFSD, has his 
work hanging at Guild Hall in East Hampton.  His winning 
piece features his grandfather, the American flag, and 
snapshots of his family through the years. It is titled “An 

American Portrait.” 
 
Scott is in his first year of Talia Cliffe’s Art and Design class.  He plans to attend 
next year, too, in an effort to become a graphic designer, as well as a writer. 
 

Scott DeLong displays his winning photo with 
assistance from teacher Talia Cliffe. 
 
 



Miller Place-Rocky Point Patch 
March 21, 2012 
 

 
Young Entrepreneur Wins Top NYS Scholarship 

 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES student Justin Bakewicz is the top scholarship recipient in the 
New York State Farm Bureau competition. He is receiving $1,500 towards his career 
goals, which include attending SUNY Cobleskill where he will major in Agricultural 
Equipment Technology. 
 
Justin is following in his father and three uncles’ footsteps by planning to stay connected 
to the family’s several farms out east, which grow apples, potatoes, and pumpkins.  

Aware there is no mechanic on Long Island to service tractors and 
other farming implements, he plans to start a mobile equipment 
business. “My family has always had to bring in out-of-state repairmen, 
which is quite costly,” he explained. For the essay portion of the 
scholarship application he chose “How to Help Agriculture on Long 
Island.”  This is the second consecutive year that a Long Islander has 
won the first place scholarship. 

Justin Bakewicz  
 
Currently in Chris Servedio’s Welding/Metal Fabrication class at Edward J. Milliken 
Technical Center  (MTC), Justin has won additional scholarships from Suffolk County 
and as an outstanding lacrosse player in his home district of Rocky Point UFSD.  
Additionally, Justin has his own landscape, maintenance, and snow removal company, 
and offers local hunting guidance. 
 
This summer he will be working full-time on East End farms while continuing his 
landscape business. 
 

 
 



Islip Bulletin & Suffolk County News 
March 22, 2012 
 
 
Shaving for a good cause 
It’s that time of year again when Eastern Suffolk BOCES offers 
the public a really close head shave to raise money for the St. 
Baldrick’s Foundation, an organization that funds research for a cure 
for children’s cancer.  For those less inclined to leave bald, there’s 
also the options of hair and feather extensions, manicures and 
paraffin (wax) treatments for a donation. 
 
The event kicks off on Friday, March 30, 
8 a.m. until 8 p.m. at the Edward J. Milliken 
Technical Center at 375 Locust Ave. in Oakdale. 
 
For more information, call Nancy Lenz at 687-3221. 

 



South Bay Newspaper 
March 22, 2012 
 
 
COMING EVENTS AROUND TOWN 
 
Friday, March 30 
 
Head Shaves For St. 
Baldrick’s will be presented at 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES, 
Edward J. Milliken Technical 
Center, 375 Locust Avenue in 
Oakdale, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
 
For information, contact 631-687-3221 
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Patchogue Patch 
April 1, 2012 
 
Local Student Wins Regional PTA Scholarship 
 
The announcement that Devynn Danziger is the recipient of the Suffolk Region 2012 PTA 
Scholarship did not surprise those who know her. She’s an Honor Roll senior in Patchogue-
Medford UFSD where she plays junior varsity soccer; a student in Jonathan Audiino’s Certified 
Personal Trainer class at Milliken Technical Center (MTC); a member of Habitat for Humanity; a 
participant in Teens for Jeans; plays the trumpet; and is an employee at Family Melody Center. 
 
Devynn is on her way to becoming a personal trainer for a sports team. In her ESBOCES 
classes, she is learning to design weight-training and nutritional programs and is honing her skills 
to earn certification as a National Personal Trainer. “One of the best things I’ve done is register at 
ESBOCES,” she said recently. “I love the course and I’m learning the structure and function of 
humans; it’s biomechanics.” 
 
After graduation, she will attend Suffolk County Community College for its paramedic program. As 
a college freshman, she also will take a second year with Mr. Audiino’s class where she will 
continue her studies of anatomy, kinesiology, injury prevention, and all aspects of weight and 
strength training. Later, she hopes to attend SUNY Cortland.   
 

When she applied for the Suffolk Region PTA 2012 Scholarship 
application, Devynn needed to submit a 200-word essay. “That was 
probably the easiest paper I’ve ever written,” she declared, “because I 
love BOCES.” The essay topic was:  How has the BOCES educational 
experience helped to prepare you for your future career goals?  
 
Devynn received her scholarship at the 2012 PTA Dinner this month 
with Mr. Audiino and MTC Principal Tom McGrath in attendance.   
 

 







South Bay Newspaper 
April 11, 2012 
 
 
Bridging the Generations 
 

 
 
 
Pictured: LPN student Maria Romero, a 
Rocky Point UFSD senior, 
 took Bernice Harris’ blood pressure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When the Channel 10/55 reporter arrived at the Bridging the Generations event at the 
Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC), she headed for the lively group enjoying lunch. When 
She asked about the menu, Anne Cohen was quick to respond. “This is a wonderful thing 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES is doing.  Everything is beautiful and the food is delicious.” 
 
The ladies and one man were guests at the Bridging the Generations complimentary luncheon 
for residents with low incomes. A community service project for SkillsUSA students, the 
event was coordinated by teacher Jayne Kaht.  Culinary Arts juniors and seniors prepared the 
menu, set up the r e s t a u r a n t - l i k e atmosphere that included impressive table settings, 
and cleaned up afterwards, guided by their teacher, Chef Matt Kodak.  The visitors were 
treated to nail and hair services. Licensed Practical Nursing (LPN) students provided blood 
pressure screening, and a Computer Technology student gave assistance to Charles Peterson, 
who wanted to Google search 1928 to recall his childhood. 



Patch East Hampton 
April 11, 2012 
 
 
Class Refurbishes Laptops for Charity 
 
An East Hampton student in the Computer Technology class in Eastern Suffolk BOCES 

Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) sat by a pile of 50 repaired laptops as he explained to a 

visitor that teacher Giovanni Chiarelli had introduced him and his peers to Comp4Kids. The 

non-profit organization collects non-working computer equipment, which the students 

volunteer to refurbish. The 501(c)(3) organization then distributes them free to low-income 

families across Long Island, making a difference in children’s lives. 

Mr. Chiarelli reported that the project would be ongoing into the next school year. “It has 

enhanced our curriculum,” he explained, “plus the students receive 

service credit for giving back to the communities that support us.” 

Additionally, one day a week, the students stay in their home school 

districts to shadow the professional technology staff. 

 
 
Jacob Kim (right), an East Hampton UFSD senior, picks a laptop to 
repair for Comp4Kids. 

 

 
 



Miller Place-Rocky Point Patch 
April 11, 2012 
 
 

A Rocky Point student helped an assisted living facility look like Westbury Gardens just 

before Easter. Silk wreath arrangements of spring flowers for residents to choose for the 

doors to their private rooms or baskets for furniture décor filled the main entranceway of The 

Arbors. The creators – students from the Brookhaven Learning Center (BLC) – stood by to 

say hello and answer questions. 

All students in the Horticulture class, the teens are studying floriculture and harvesting flower 

power. Teacher Dorothy Wandelt, Speech Therapist Carol Esposito, and Teacher’s Assistant 

Nancianne Saul accompanied the teens. In the class, basic horticulture theories provide the 

framework for the practical application of specific skills working outdoors and in, with soil, 

seeds, plants, flower arrangements, agricultural machinery, and landscaping. 

Employment opportunities are plentiful with Eastern Suffolk BOCES graduates in demand by 

landscaping contractors, garden centers and greenhouses, florists, and lawn irrigation 

installers. Starting salaries are above average since there is a high demand for qualified 

applicants. 

 
 
 
There was color all around at The Arbors, an assisted 
living facility. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Student Bryan P. of the Rocky Point UFSD displays a wreath he 
designed and made.   
 
 
 
 

 
Bryan meets with resident Dan Spano, the dad of 
Carol Esposito. 
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The Yellow Brick Road Began in Patchogue 
 
There weren’t lions, tigers and bears at the Premm Learning Center (PLC), but there was a 

lion, a tin man, a scarecrow and Dorothy from “The Wizard of Oz.” 

The Kiwanis Club of Patchogue donated the $1,400, which was the cost of bringing the 

production to the school so the students could experience live theatre.  “It was thrilling to see 

the children’s faces light up when they saw the characters and heard the music,” reported 

PLC Principal Carolynn Hansen. She added, “Our art teacher, Samantha Walsh, made a 

yellow brick road to walk on and music teacher Don Zaros taught the children to sing along 

to the songs. One class made masks of the characters that they wore to the performance.” 

In appreciation of the Kiwanis Club’s generosity, Hansen presented a plaque to Glen 

Charvat, who accepted on behalf of President Mark Charvat and club members. 

 

Dorothy and the Cowardly Lion make Nayeli Z., of the Patchogue-
Medford UFSD, smile. 
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Oz comes to Premm 
 

 
Dorothy and the Cowardly Lion are seen 
here making student, Nayeli Z.,  smile. 

 
 
OAKDALE—There weren’t lions, tigers and 
bears at the Premm Learning Center 
(PLC), but there was a lion, a tin 
man, a scarecrow and Dorothy from 
“The Wizard of Oz.”  The Kiwanis 
Club of Patchogue donated the 
$1,400, which was the cost of 
bringing the production to the school 
so the students could experience 
live theatre.  “It was thrilling to see 
the children’s faces light up when 
they saw the characters and heard 
the music,” reported PLC Principal 

Carolynn Hansen. She added, “Our art teacher, Samantha Walsh, made a yellow 
brick road to walk 
on and music teacher Don Zaros taught the children to sing along to the songs. 
One class made masks of the characters that they wore to the performance.” 
In appreciation of the Kiwanis Club’s generosity, Hansen presented a plaque to 
Glen Charvat, who accepted on behalf of President Mark Charvat and club 
members. 
~ Nancy Lenz 
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Oz comes to Premm 
 

 
 
 
The Wizard of Oz cast is seen here making Tyler 
G. of the Bay Shore UFSD giggle. 
 
 
 
 

OAKDALE—There weren’t lions, tigers and bears 
at the Premm Learning Center 
(PLC), but there was a lion, a tin man, a 

scarecrow and Dorothy from “The Wizard of Oz.” The Kiwanis Club of Patchogue 
donated the $1,400, which was the cost of bringing the production to the school 
so the students could experience live theatre.  “It was thrilling to see the 
children’s faces light up when they saw the characters and heard the music,” 
reported PLC Principal Carolynn Hansen. She added, “Our art teacher, 
Samantha Walsh, made a yellow brick road to walk on and music teacher Don 
Zaros taught the children to sing along to the songs. One class made masks of 
the characters that they wore to the performance.” 
In appreciation of the Kiwanis Club’s generosity, Hansen presented a plaque to 
Glen Charvat, who accepted on behalf of President Mark Charvat and club 
members. 
~ Nancy Lenz 
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Learning airport security 
 

ISLIP TOWN—Law enforcement students at the Eastern Suffolk BOCES Milliken 
Technology Center met recently with TSA guards and U.S. Customs 
officials to discuss the challenges they face handling airport security at 
JFK International Airport in NYC.  Claire Kessler, ESBOCES teacher, said, 
“This field trip also made students aware of the many job opportunities 
available as they prepare themselves to work for the federal 
government.” 
 



The Suffolk County News & The Islip Bulletin 
April 12, 2012 
 

 
There was color all around at The 
Arbors at Bohemia, an assisted living 
facility. 
The students stand proudly with their 
creations. SCN/Lenz 
 
A Showcase of Color 
 
BOHEMIA—The Arbors Assisted Living 
facility looked like Old Westbury 
Gardens just before Easter. The main 

entranceway of the building was filled with silk wreath arrangements of spring flowers from which 
residents could choose to hang on the doors to their private rooms or choose baskets for furniture 
décor instead. The creators — students from the Brookhaven Learning Center (BLC) — stood by 
to say hello and answer questions. 
 
All of the students are in the horticulture class, studying floriculture and harvesting flower power. 
Teacher Dorothy Wandelt, Speech Therapist Carol Esposito, and Teacher’s Assistant Nancianne 
Saul accompanied the teens. In the class, basic horticulture theories provide the framework for 
the practical application of specific skills working outdoors and in, with soil, seeds, plants, flower 
arrangements, agricultural machinery and landscaping.  Employment opportunities are plentiful 
with Eastern Suffolk BOCES graduates who are in demand by landscaping contractors, garden 
centers, greenhouses, florists, and lawn irrigation installers. Starting salaries are above average 
since there is a high demand for qualified applicants. 

 
LEFT: Some of the residents of the 
Arbors are seen here choosing their 
flowers. 
 
 
 
 
BELOW: Student Bryan P. displays a 
wreath he designed and made. SCN/Lenz 
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Vendors Sign Pledges Not to Sell to Minors 
A campaign to unite licensed alcohol and tobacco vendors with community members to 

prevent the sale and promotion of these products to underage teens kicked off on March 3. 

The Alcohol Coalition of Eastern Suffolk (ACES), sponsored by Eastern Suffolk BOCES, is 

raising awareness about the dangers of underage drinking and the promotion and sale of 

tobacco products to underage individuals. 

 Brookhaven Town officials joined the effort. Town Councilwoman Jane Bonner commented, 

“As a mother and former school board member, I am well aware of the challenges faced by 

young people during their formidable years, especially the temptation to abuse alcohol. I 

thank ESBOCES for educating our children and businesses about the dangers of underage 

drinking.” 

Teams of four volunteers each met at the Rocky Point Fire 

Department that morning. Included were Deputy 

Superintendent of Educational Services Dr. Julie Davis 

Lutz and her daughters, and ESBOCES Social Workers 

Amy Roland and Susan Lorenz.  "I am pleased to have 

had the opportunity to be part of this community project where youth, after being trained, 

approached tobacco and alcohol vendors and asked them to commit to following the law 

regarding selling products to minors. It is wonderful to see the future of our communities, our 

youth, take an active role in making them better," said Dr. Lutz. 

A U.S. Department of Education grant is funding the ACES project. Brookhaven Town 

Supervisor Mark Lesko and Councilwoman Bonner were on hand for the first round of pledge 

signing, along with Shoreham-Wading River High School Principal Daniel Holtzman, Rocky 

Point High School Assistant Principal Susann Crossan, and ESBOCES ACES Project 

Director Lucille Buergers. Team volunteers arrived from non-profit organizations, local 

governments, and law enforcement, to join students and parents. The first local business to 

agree to the pledge was Kevin McCarrick, owner of McCarrick’s Dairy in Rocky Point. 

 
 
 



The Hometown Shopper 
April 18, 2012 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fighting Cyber-Bullying  Pictured: Detective Rory Forrestal (center) is flanked by CAC Psy- 
chologist Dr. Kelly Lupe-Devlin (left) and CAC Assistant Principal Chris Williams.  Forrestal visited 
the Centereach Academic Center to speak about cyber-bullying and Internet safety. 
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Nursing Interns 
 
Oakdale – Eastern Suffolk BOCES students in the licensed practical nursing (LP) 
program participate in clinical rotations as they learn about pediatric nursing.  
During the three week session of the course, they study the basic principles of 
growth and development and the prevention and treatment of childhood health 
issues.  The Premm Learning Center in Oakdale welcomed the inters who had 
the opportunity to observe and participate in activities in the classroom and in the 
school nurse’s office. 
 
“This experience for nursing students is very educational and rewarding,” said 
Debra Epilone, administrative coordinator of Health careers for Eastern Suffolk 
BOCES. 

 
 
 
PLC Principal Carolynn Hansen (center) 
is seen here introducing three LPN 
interns (left to right) Greg Cammarata, 
Ann Marie Bradley and Michelle 
Stinsman.  With them (far right) is 
registered nurse and Eastern Suffolk 
BOCES teacher Cheryl Martin. 
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Vendors sign pledges 
to not sell to minors 
 
A campaign to unite licensed alcohol and tobacco vendors with community 
members to prevent the sale and promotion of these products to underage teens 
kicked off last month. The Alcohol Coalition of Eastern Suffolk (ACES), 
sponsored by Eastern Suffolk BOCES, is raising awareness about the dangers of 
underage drinking and the promotion and sale of tobacco products to underage 
individuals. Brookhaven Town officials joined the effort.  
 
Teams of four volunteers each met at the Rocky Point Fire Department that 
morning. Included were ESBOCES Deputy Superintendent of Educational 
Services Dr. Julie Davis Lutz and her daughters, and ESBOCES social workers 
Amy Roland and Susan Lorenz. A U.S. Department of Education grant is funding 
the ACES project. Brookhaven Town Supervisor Mark Lesko and Councilwoman 
Jane Bonner were on hand for the first round of pledge signing, along with 
Shoreham-Wading River High School Principal Daniel Holtzman, Rocky Point 
High School Assistant Principal Susann Crossan, and ESBOCES ACES project 
director Lucille Buergers.  
 
Team volunteers 
arrived from nonprofit 
organizations, local 
governments and law 
enforcement to join 
students and parents.  
The first local business 
owner to agree to the 
pledge was Kevin 
McCarrick, owner 
of McCarrick’s Dairy in 
Rocky Point. 
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Sachem Grad is LPN 2012 Valedictorian 
 
Commencement, simultaneously a culmination and a beginning, was celebrated as 150 

Eastern Suffolk BOCES Career and Technical and Adult Education Licensed Practical 

Nursing (LPN) students graduated. Held in the Patchogue Theatre for the Performing Arts, 

the ceremony drew a large crowd. ESBOCES administrators and the nursing faculty led the 

Class of 2012 procession. 

Valedictorian Laurie Rao, described by faculty as a “compassionate, caring young woman 

who incorporates clinical practice and the nursing process with ease and excellence,” is a 

Sachem CSD graduate. 

 The 17-month LPN program provides internships at affiliate hospitals and health-related 

facilities.  Education opportunities include advanced college standing and associate and 

baccalaureate degrees in health-related fields. Representatives of Brookhaven Memorial 

Hospital Medical Center, Good Samaritan Hospital, John T. Mather Memorial Hospital, St. 

Charles Hospital, and Southampton Hospital serve on the Nursing 

Consultant Committee. 

 

Laurie Rao expresses excitement over being valedictorian. 
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Dancing to the Oldies 
 
For the children in the Sayville Academic Center (SAC), including several from the 

Patchogue-Medford UFSD, a Sock Hop that was held in conjunction with National Physical 

Fitness Week was something new.  For the adults in the school gym, it was the fifties and 

sixties with a trip down Memory Lane listening to the oldies.  

In the spirit of the event, the staff wore scarves around high ponytails, initial sweaters (a 

large initial applique in the shoulder corner), and Pink Ladies jackets.  Teacher aide Amanda 

Haase made poodle skirts for the girls. “Rock Around the Clock” played, followed by “Johnny 

Be Good” and “Tutti Frutti.”  The children thought the Sock Hop was a brand-new idea, but 

for event coordinator and teacher Jeannine McKenna, it awoke memories of the “Lindy Hop” 

and “Jitterbug.” (The Sock Hop got its name when two-tone saddle shoes were not allowed 

on varnished gym floors, so kids danced in their socks.)  ” The late Dick Clark would be 

proud. 

The Hop was held as part of the All Children Exercise Simultaneously (ACES) project, also 

know as the world’s largest exercise class, held universally on the first Wednesday in May.  

The non-competitive program is educational and motivational and has reportedly reached 

children in 50 countries.  But at SAC, it was fun with a capital F. 

 

Wearing white T-shirts and sunglasses, students learned the 
limbo. With teacher Susan O’Hara are (left to right) Connor 
C., Three Village CSD; LaKey P., Patchogue-Medford UFSD; 
Mathew M., Islip UFSD; Frank M., Bay Shore UFSD; and 
Janay H., Islip UFSD. 
 

 

 
Wearing a Pink Ladies jacket – a “Grease” icon - teacher aid 
Amanda Haase dances with Angelina M. of the Brentwood UFSD. 
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Dancing to the Oldies for Exercise 

 
For the children in the Sayville Academic Center (SAC), including Monica of the Rocky Point 

School District,  a Sock Hop that was held in conjunction with National Physical Fitness 

Week was something new.  For the adults in the school gym, it was the fifties and sixties with 

a trip down Memory Lane listening to the oldies.  

In the spirit of the event, the staff wore scarves around high ponytails, initial sweaters (a 

large initial applique in the shoulder corner), and Pink Ladies jackets.  Teacher aide Amanda 

Haase made poodle skirts for the girls. “Rock Around the Clock” played, followed by “Johnny 

Be Good” and “Tutti Frutti.”  The children thought the Sock Hop was a brand-new idea, but 

for event coordinator and teacher Jeannine McKenna, it awoke memories of the “Lindy Hop” 

and “Jitterbug.” (The Sock Hop got its name when two-tone saddle shoes were not allowed 

on varnished gym floors, so kids danced in their socks.)  ” The late Dick Clark would be 

proud. 

The Hop was held as part of the All Children Exercise Simultaneously (ACES) project, also 

know as the world’s largest exercise class, held universally on the first Wednesday in May.  

The non-competitive program is educational and motivational and has reportedly reached 

children in 50 countries.  But at SAC, it was fun with a capital F. 

 

Monica R. of the Rocky Point UFSD thinks “Rock Around the Clock” 
is loud.  

 

 
 
 
Wearing a Pink Ladies jacket – a “Grease” icon - teacher aid 
Amanda Haase dances with Angelina M. of the Brentwood UFSD. 
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Host Of Opportunities 
 

 
 
A new class of nurses stands after entering the Patchogue Theatre. 
 
 
C o m m e n c e m e n t , simultaneously a culmination and a beginning, was 
celebrated as 150 Eastern Suffolk BOCES Career and Technical and Adult 
Education Licensed Practical Nursing (LPN) students graduated. Held in the 
Patchogue Theatre for the Performing Arts, the ceremony drew a large crowd. 
ESBOCES administrators and the nursing faculty led the Class of 2012  
procession. The 17-month LPN program provides internships at affiliate 
hospitals and health related facilities.  Education opportunities include advanced 
college standing and associate and baccalaureate degrees in health-related 
fields. Representatives of Brookhaven Memorial Hospital Medical Center, 
Good Samaritan Hospital, John T. Mather Memorial Hospital, St. Charles 
Hospital, and Southampton Hospital serve on the Nursing Consultant Committee. 
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Sharing The Fun 
 
 

 
 
The mission of “Let’s Be Screen Free” is to have families recall alternative 
activities to sitting in front of a television, computer, and digital game screens. 
The goal is to improve the quality of early childhood through family and 
interactive games, as demonstrated recently at a pajama wearing, 
evening occasion.  In Bellport, the Brookhaven Technical Center at the 
Brookhaven Academic Center (BTC@BAC) event, held during National Screen- 
Free Week, included a celebration of Earth Day 2012, a collection of  non-
perishable food for local food pantries, and a community service project for 
SkillsUSA students.  Organized by BTC Early Childhood Education 
teacher Jayne Kaht and sponsored by Eastern Suffolk BOCES in 
collaboration with The Early Years Institute, the alternative activities 
included board games, book reading, athletic type challenges, and a 
musical concert by guitarist Janice Buckner. 
 
United Health Care provided healthy snack information, the American 
Heart Association offered healthy lifestyle facts, the American Dental 
Association addressed the importance of pediatric checkups, and more. 
Students in the Culinary Arts program made healthy snacks, Dental Assisting 
provided tooth hygiene information and free toothbrushes, Medical Assisting 
performed blood pressure screening, and from Woodworking came child-friendly 
projects. Bellport librarians brought books to read to the youngest guests. 
Assemblyman Dean Murray encouraged parents to remember the fun they had 
as children playing with their parents, sharing books, games, and exercise. 
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New Bookcase for the Library 
 
The Patchogue-Medford Library needed additional bookshelves. Because the furniture piece 
needed to be a specific size, prices were high. As it happens, the newly installed treasurer of 
the Friends of the Patchogue-Medford Library is retired Eastern Suffolk BOCES teacher 
Eileen Brenner, who turned to the Islip Career Center’s (ICC) Carpentry class. 
Teacher Joseph Postiglione chose 10th grader Daniel Turturro to build the bookshelves. 
“Daniel has the ability and patience that’s needed for this project,” explained Mr. P., as his 
students call him. The library paid for the materials and provided a photo of an existing 
bookcase where the new one will be added. The job took 40 hours to complete. “I like when 
we’re asked to do outside jobs,” said the teacher, “because it creates pride in the students. 
The projects are for customers, not mom and dad.” 
Director of the Library Youth Group Danielle Paisley and Ms. Brenner recently picked up the 
new bookcase featuring three shelves. “Wow!” Ms. Paisley exclaimed, as she looked at the 
new piece of furniture. “This is beyond what we hoped for, it’s beautiful.” She presented 
Certificates of Appreciation to Daniel and Mr. P. in recognition of their service to the library, 
and the facility will add a special plaque bearing Daniel’s name. 
 

 
 
ICC student Daniel Turturro holds his Certificate of 
Appreciation. With him are (l to r) Patchogue-Medford Library 
Youth Group Director Danielle Paisley, Friends of the 
Patchogue-Medford Library Treasurer Eileen Brenner, and 
Carpentry teacher Joseph Postiglione. 
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Celebrating America 
Students at the Sayville Academic Center (SAC) celebrated Memorial Day by 
presenting a “Celebrate America” choral concert. Led by music teacher Jeannine 
McKenna, the children “captivated the audience,” she reported, by singing some 
of this country’s best-loved standards, including “America the Beautiful,” “Yankee 
Doodle,” “The Star Spangled Banner,” and “God Bless America.” 
 
The Eastern Suffolk BOCES SAC educates students with disabilities in 
kindergarten through fifth grade. The agency’s goal is for students to graduate 
with a local or regents diploma. “This performance integrated common core 
standards with music, art and physical education,” said McKenna. She added 
that “there was not a dry eye in the school” when student soloist Dominique H. 
sang “Shenandoah,” a traditional American folk song dating back at least to the 
early 19th century. 

 
 






